Autochthonous strongyloidiasis in Italy: an epidemiological and clinical review of 150 cases.
The Pavia District, Northern Italy, is an endemic area of strongyloidiasis. This study reviews the epidemiology and clinics of 150 cases. For this purpose, subjects were categorized for sex, age, origin, profession, acute and chronic disease, symptoms due to larval migration, immunodepression (if present). The incidence, with male predominance (74.7%), peaked among adults (94.6%), and in rural areas (69.3%). Patients experienced digestive (58.6%), cutaneous (34.6%) and respiratory complaints (16.7%). Thiabendazole was successful in most cases, except for 6 gastroresected subjects. Mebendazole at high doses (1 g t. i. d. X 10 days), was no valid alternative drug for 12 patients.